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South Boston, formerly a part of Dorchester, was originally 
separated from the main peninsula by an arm of the Harbor reaching 
to Roxbury, and connection was made by a primitive ferry, or | 
roundabout journey through Roxbury and over the Neck. 

In 1635, what is present day South Boston was callec its 
Indian name Mattapanock. (a sitting place) Among the Dorches’ 
settlers it was known as the "Neck" and became a pasture land % 
their exclusive use. About 1637 the Neck lands were given to < 
number of families. Among these original proprietors are the 
Dorchester family names of Blake, Foster Wiswell, Clap and Bird. 

It wasn't until 1674 that the first house was built on 
Dorchester Neck. A cluster of homes was built on the old road to 
PowWow Point (now City Foint) (merson Street) near the location of 
the old Hawes Church. At the time of the Revolution, a hundred years 
later, less than a dozen families lived on the Neck. 

During the war, after a British Rading Party burned ha: of 
the homes and residents were forced to leave. Acting under General 
Washington's instructions, a group of men, under cover of night, 
moved into Dorchester Heights on the Neck and had fortified it by 
morning. The Heights commanded a field of fire over Boston and the 
Harbor. The British, shadowed by the Rabal cannons and some well 
placed logs, sailed out of the Harbor on March 17, 1776. Dorchester 


Heights and its memorial tower, is now a National Historic Monument. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
In 2010 with funding from 
Boston Public Library 


http://www.archive.org/details/southbostonitsba00bost 
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South Boston, formerly a part of Dorchester, was originally 
separated from the main peninsula by an arm of the Harbor reaching 
to Roxbury, and connection was made by a primitive ferry, or | 
roundabout journey through Roxbury and over the Neck. 

In 1635, what is present day South Boston was callec Lies 
Indian name Mattapanock. (a sitting place) Among the Dorches’ 
settlers it was known as the "Neck" and became a pasture land i 
their exclusive use. About 1637 the Neck lands were given to ¢ 
number of families. Among these original proprietors are the 
Dorchester family names of Blake, Foster Wiswell, Clap and Bird. 

It wasn't until 1674 that the first house was built on 
Dorchester Neck. A cluster of homes was built on the old road to 
PowWow Point (now City Foint) (&merson Street) near the location of 
the old Hawes Church. At the time of the Revolution, a hundred years 
later, less than a dozen families lived on the Neck. 

During the war, after a British Rading Party burned hast of 
the homes and residents were forced to leave. Acting under General 
Washington's instructions, a group of men, under cover of night, 
moved into Dorchester Heights on the Neck and had fortified it by 
morning. The Heights commanded a field of fire over Boston and the 
Harbor. The British, shadowed by the Rabal cannons and some well 
placed logs, sailed out of the Harbor on March 17, 1776. Dorchester 


Heights and its memorial tower, is now a National Historic Monument. 
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ALINEXAT TON aie 


Dorenester Necks annexation to Boston was pect of a real 
estate speculation by Joseph Wocdwacd who had moved here Erov "-0ss- 
buryvand bought a iarge Eract of Land. He sew Whe adventeges ac wes 
location when brought into closer conmonicceion with Boston Ly bridges 
amd improved; and he interested Williem Tudor, Gardiner Greene, 
Jonathan Kason and Harrison Gray O+:2, sever7l of whom had engaged 
in the successful itt. Vernon Improwement of Jet on Hill. These gentle- 
men also made large land purchases of; Torche: ter Neck, and then, the 
movement for annexation was energeticeliy pus2a. The Town of 
Dorchester vigorously ormosed the projecc, wei it wes finally car- 
ried through the YVegislature, the ¢ct being vpass<d March 6, 1804. 
Mattapanock becane South Bostor., When it vac annexed it had an area 
of about five hundred ana seventy acres of leow::1ds and bluffs, in- 
cluding the historic Derchest*r Heights, and ics satire pepulation 
consisted of ten families. 

Tas was once Of the finst planned communicies in america 
whose early street pattern of alphabetical and numerical progression 
is stili sufficient for most present: day necds. Among cther "planned" 
improvements were to be schocis, markets, urinal pleces, ste. The 
present site or the Govin Schosi ana the St. Anqustine Church proper- 
ty was chosen for the burial ground. The large public cemetery 
existed from 1895-1853. Tt was advertizged as “a place of burial 
which will be the most beautiful place of interment in America". 

From the few existing accounts describing it, it was quite beautiful 


and very ambitious. Meany preminent Bosion families owned the tombse 
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For some unknow. 2eason, the @cucraL public sever seemed too inter- 
ested in it. Gradually, aided by crave Robbers and Vandals it tell 
into disrepair and by 1853 most. of the podiies iad been remover: t>:> 
tombs demolished and the site was cxearcad for hiiding purpo::2ss. The 
cemetery venture characterized the Soukn Heston scheme which: was to 
be the most unsvccessful planned residential development. 

Not included ir the origina: annevatton was the area we know 
as Andrew Square and its vicinity for -imost a square mile around. 
It was known as "Littie Neck", a emall willage situated at Dorchester 


Neck where the Dorchester settleve nad 
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When Mattapan- 
ock became South Boston, this ~willaye renained on the Dorchester side 
of the line. its proximity to South Eoctor and its interests were 
so Similar that to all purposes is. was a part of it. On March 4, 
1850 the residents of Littic Neck voted to change its name to 
Washington Village. Mary attempts were made to znnex 3+ to boston 
and finally in 1855 this was done. its 1300 inhebitants and their 
territory added another piec: to the growing City of Beeston. 

At tne same time the construction of e« bridge by the South 
Boston Bridge Corporation, Messrs. Tudor, Greene. Mason, and Otis 
incorporatovs, was authorized, and aftsr some contention over the 
question of location, it was buili and opencd with oreat Fanfare on 


the first of GCcteber the fcllowing year. This was the first Dover- 
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Street bridge. Immediately after the passage of the annexation act 


bus 


the value of land rose enormousiy in the new district, but its growth 


did not meet the anticipeticns cf its projectors. Agitation for a 
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second bridge was begun immedi wecly vpon the completion of the first, 
but it was not until twenty years after thet it was secured, Tr‘= was: 
the Federal Street bridge, the charter for which was granted *) i %». 

The war of 1812 and the Civil War were partly influei —).al in 
starting South Boston off on its commercial and industrial develop- 
ment. The iron foundries and chemical works as well as early ship 
builders received their initial impetus supplying guns and powder and 
heavy duty equipment. Many of these industries whose infancy was 
spent in South Boston, later beceme nationally preminent. While the 
upper sections of South Boston remained residential and rural, the 
fringes closer to Boston early succumbed to railroads which not only 
brought raw materials to the growing industries, but found its own 
growth in such firms as Globe Locomotive Manufacturing, Loring 
Engineering Company, and tne Bay State Iren Comoany who employed 300 
men in the Manufacturing of raiis on which to run the Locomotives. 
"Progress" came with the railroads. 

Another industry which got its start here and now thrives 
elsewhere were the various glass manufacturies such as Phoenix Glass, 
South Boston Glass Company, American Flint Glass works and the Mount 
Washington Glass Company. From «hese firms ceme the beginnings of 
now famous Libby Owens Ford and Corning Glass Companies. All the 
Glassworks are gone. Eoston Cordace at "N" and Sixth Streets, is now 
Plymouth Cordage in Plymouth, Massachusetts. The Shipyards along 
First Street: Wheelwright's, Brigys, Loring's, Lawley's, now gone. 


Ironworks abounded until the shipping costs of coal and iron drew them 
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away. The opportumities for work drew the Irish imsigrants. and 
south Boston was on the way te becoming en Irish town carly in *h- 
19th century. 

In 1825 the City of Boston, over loud protests, begz:: *.5 
locate several institutions at City Point. ‘The almshouse, Bosse of 
Industry (for able bodied poor), House of Corrections, and the Tnsane 
Hospital were to last until the 2Qth century and biight the area with 
the local name "“Botsny Bay" which referced to the Australian Penal 
Colony. 

At this time (1925) the sopulation was 1,936; by 1840 it had 
reached 6,000 inhabitants. 

During this period, many fine dwellings were built and parks 
and streets embellished. In 1637 the great Mount Washington house 
which later became Ferkins Institute, its croad entrance from a high 
flight of steps and generous piazzas affording a sumerb harbor view, 
was opened. The predicticn thai the district would ultimately be the 
"court end of Boston" was conf:dently made and long clung to. in the 
Boston Almanac for 1853, Dr. w.V.C. Smith, afrterwards Mayor (1854-56) 
in urging the filling of the South Boston flats expressed his belief 
that it was destined to become the magnificent portion of the city in 
respect to costly residences, fashionueble society, and the influences 
of wealth. With the introduction of the horse railway system in 1856, 
population increased rapiciy, new industries were established, anda 
buiiding became brisk; but the prediction respecting tne "court end" 


wes never fulfilled. Fashion had set strongly in the direction of the 
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South End, and was already inieresteda in nhens chen dJevelopino for 
ak; 4 £ . 


the finer Boston on the "New Lands*® vet te oe created. The 2ic Bhatt 
residence-quarters were on the hills and their siopes and tow - 1 +: 
"Point" the most easterly part of the district. 


"I'd rather die on the strests than go to South Bos?:s." 

This was a common expressicn among the indigent Txeish. who feared 
being sent to the city owned House of Industry at Cicy Point. While 
many of their number were sent there, stiil thousands of others would 
eventually find work in the many groving industries requiring unskille< 
labor in South Boston. 

The Fort Hili section of Boston in mid 19th century was the 
largest "Irish Section". “Sy Lo7C they micrated across tne harbor 
enmesse to South Boston and orought with chem the ston 
nishings of the old church (St. Vincent devaul) ard rseracted it at 
Eheyecornner (Of: Bast and West Third Streets. Lt is semis Go ise today. 


Of the dozen Protestant congregations of oid South Reston only 


a) 


handful survive and one of the earliest is St. Matthevs Enicec:pal 
Church. in its basement tombs are resting one of Yankee "first 
families” of South Boston while in the Church above,now 3c -hat- 
tanita Orthodex services are held. 

Some of the newest industrial essets have included the Fish 
Pier, Gillette Razor Company and the development of the South Boston 
Army Base as one of the largest cargo recciviny ports cn the eastern 
seaboard. The ethnic changes have kept pace with the industrial 


transformation. From predeminartly irish, the area had a Slavic 
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influx of Poles, Latvians, Lithuanians, a small scattering of 
Scandinavians and Russian’ Jews and more recently an increase of 
Italian Americans, mostly second generation. 


South Boston had its dreatest rate of growth between (551).- 
1gsc. 


By 1506, the boom hed run out of stean. In 1910, a Little 
over 70,000 vvople lived in South Geston. Today, after a half 
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eentury of decline. 26,000 fewer pecr 
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SOUTH BOSTON: POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 


Total P tion 


The total population of South Boston declined from 63,072 
in 1950 to 43,944 in 1960, a loss of cover 9000 persons. The 
per cent change of «17.2 is substantially sbove the <13.7% 
recorded for the city. 


A decline in population is noted for every section ef South 
Boston. The percentage loss was lower than the city average 
in but two areas; one, the public housing site between Broadway 
and Old Colony Road, the other the Say View neighborhood near 
City Point, Im general the decline was less marked from 
Telegraph Hill owt to City Point. The most extreme decline, 
{over 40%) was im the northwest section of South Boston, along 
Dorchester Avenue and north of Broadway towards the abutting 
“industrial develooment. 


Age - Sex Characteristics 


The distribution of ages in South Boston differs but slightly 
from the overall city pattern. A higher proportion than typical 
for Boston is recorded for the pre-school thru junior-high ages 
(0-14 years) as for the group ages 35 to 45. The older age groups 
are somewhat under-represented. Variations from the city norms 
for other ages are erratic and insignificant. 


population by age and sex for Seuth Boston generally follows 

the City pattern. Overall, females slightly outnumber males, 
almost precisely matching the sexeratic fox the city. The 
proportional differentiation of age=groups by sex for South Boston 
is typical throughout the distribution, 


GOVIR BUGTON: CHANACTAMEUTEGS OF ARSIDANTIAL occupancy 


Senure, 

For both 1950 and 1960 the percentage of hane-ownerahip in Gouth Boston 
fe plightly leaw then the eity average. However, the inereese in oumer-cecupancy 
during the deusde Was more prosounced for “ewth Boston ond by 1960 the ares 
epproxiamtes the etty rors. | | 

~ "the dinvternal patters of howe ownership is aurprioingly consistent within 
South Boston. But for those tracts «ith public housing, the variations of the 
percentage Hom Ae aO8t Matted: for wll cleven ouch trate the total cane 
ot bowe-avnerekig lo beteeen 2) apd jjp. dhet United variations ee a0 occur 
do nob especially folliev the .sual relotionships between bigh ownership for 
highes ineore arves in better physics, gomiition. for example the highest rate 
4a cegovded for the lower indone amd quadity area eouth of Broadway, weet of 
Lorcheater street. a 


Veeoneies, “beubline-Up” 

Sines 1960 the rete of totel unit oseugency declined eubetentielly in 
Gewth Boston. ‘Tis shirt in cseupency (or vecancy) alsost preeialy followed 
the oity-wide trend; for the ares vaeeneiee inercsced fron 24 to 6% during the 
pest detede, eh on itereese is of Couree typical for areas of marked population 
aeolins . | 

a6 Would be expected the incidenes of “doubled-up" families was greatly 
Ressemed. In 1990, 5% of the sarried couples in Gouth Beostes resided “wi thout 
own howekela". In tera of thie aeasare, (2s for 1960), evererovding is acw 
Virtwiily nom-existent in the eres. 

itiete: this shift, thowsh releted te the declining population, increased 
vamamades y ate., may alao partially be « staetiabical resvlt gue te the changed 
cenous definitions of residential unit.) 
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Cvererewding, on neasured by persona per oceupied unit, Le with One: 
exception not found in South Boston. Alsost ell neighborhood figures ere with 


Little vertetion eonsistent vith the etty average. Only for the motte homes mn 


facility south of Drosduey towamde Old Colony Hoad ia a signi cunthy hes 
figure vesorded, (average of 4.6 yorsons)- nee ogs sy the lowest Piewre As 


i thi pee 
found fer the publie howstag ‘eoukh of ‘hedves ‘Wquare. ie 


tue population oF South Boston i@ leas wobdle than is typtoud the the 
entisw city. GF the 1360 residents, 30% were Living in the eooe howe oe im 
1955, congured to ee over one-he Ll val ney edty. bard he, A36o residents of 


iat Dit a xa ie Kit 


South Boston who doves trom a ‘dtttereat howse in the a. i & niartealy hgh 
peveant (905) aud roatdes te 1955 within the ity of Bootes iteels. he ) 


mw 


comparable eityrwiie figure is but 75%. Tite loeal character of rostgenta ss 


Me - 
reieforesd by rotins that only 6% of the area population whe had noved : rs 


gutaiae the Bos tod region im 1955, 2 cute but cavethind the oity nome, 
Seuth Boston, variations im subility are very Licited ond ne merked Snedi | ia 
te be dieterned. 
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Statistics from 1960 census 


SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS BY TRACT * - For South Boston GNRP R-51 


TRACT INCOME , TENURE 


(Mediam Family Income (% Home Ownership, all 
1959) ©. Oce. Units) 
Dollars Bank Order City Quart. - Percent Bank Order 

M-l 4352 13 3 25.3 il 
M-2 4951 g 3 32,3 5 
M-3 4369 i2 3 2.2 13 
M-.  4379%* 11 3 29.3 6. 
N-l 5290 6 3 2127.2 10 » 
N-2 6308 1 2 129.2 8 
N-3 6017 4 2 36.0 3 
N-4 6055 2 2 35.5 a. 
O-1 5726 5 3 37.4 2 
O-2 4769 10 3 13,4 i? . 
0-3 5217 7 =. 32S ms 
OW4 4980** 8 's 27.5 9s 
PIA 6020 3: 1% (29.2 a 
PIB 3645 14; 4 2.0 14 < 
GNRP 5346. ais 26.5 
Bo~*on5747 27.3 
SMe. 6687 52.3 


* Limited to Tracts 25% or more within GNRP © - 
**Median repressed in census: Computed from given bistribution 


RES. STABILITY 


(% Same Res. 1955 & 1960) 


Percent 


62.4 
59.5 


Bank Order 
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1960 CENSUS STATISTICS, GNRP COMPARISONS 


RESIDENTIAL MOBILITY Hi 
Based on 1960 Population, 5 years ; Residence in 1955 


South Boston Boston SAMA ANA 
# Zz Zz z 
Persons 5 yrs. old* 35,372 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Same House 20,6003 50.0 50.9 55.5 
Diff. House 14,769 1.8 9.1 yd 
Diff. House, U.S.--14,h75 ho.9 Lisi, 4O.9 
Boston 13, Oy 36.8 Belt Le 
Bavaro eS A. 56h, 36 ise ao al 
Outside S.M.S.A. 867 i oak Poll, 
Abroad 29 as) 1.9 ile 
Moved, Res. not report. * a 3.5 Za 
Diff. House U.S. 14,475 100.00 100.0 TOORO, 
S.M.S.A., Total ISA EO) OL. 0 Ssnur, BAL ©) 
Boston 13, Oy 90.2 (use 30.3 
Bal.,S.M.S.A. 564, Bias) 9.5 51.6 
Outside $.M.S.A. 867 50 16.3 Onn 


*Not provided for GNRP: excluded from calculations. 
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1960 CENSUS STATISTICS FOR SOUTH BOSTUN: GNRP, R-51 


FAMILY INCOME IN 1959 


Median Family Income 


*Median repressed in Census: 


Census 


Tract 


South Boston 


No. of 
Families 


Per. in 


Bracket 


t 


3.61% 


6.23 
9.01 
a aS (2 
13.72 


16.51 
11.15 
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Boston 


Per. in 
Bracket 


3.5% 
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Computed directly from distribution. 


Median Income Comparisons, GNRP to City, 1950 & 1960** 


Based on Median Income, Families and Unrelated Individuals. 


1950 

1960 
$Change 
%Change 


South Boston 


Boston 


$2, 64.3 


GNRP: City 


1.0, 
a] 


4, Unweighted X of medians for tracts 25% or more within GNRP. 
“No adjustments made for changing dollar values. 
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1960 and 1950 Population and Housing Statistics for the 
South Boston GNRP; R-5l1 


Employment by Occupation: Based on Employed Civilians, 
14 years or older 


Male Employed Female Employed 

Item 1960 1950 1960 1950 

TOTAL 10,008 12,494 5,809 6,169 
Professional, Tech. 604 583 450 619 
Mors.,Offs., & Prop. 362 623 34 04 
Clerical 1,267 1,570 2,132 2,021 
Sales 374 519 362 430 
Craftsmen, Foremen 1,950 2,616 113 179 
Operatives 2,442 3,098 i386 1,686 
Pvt. Household 13 14 75 68 
Service 1,328 1,709 906 913 
Laborers 1,172 1,648 29 88 
Not Reported 496 114 322 71 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTIONS 


Tot. Employed South Boston Boston SMSA 
Item 1960 1950 1960 1950 1960 1950 1960 
TOTAL 15817 18663 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Prof., Tech. 1054 1202 6.7 6.4 13.0 9.6 14.6 
Mors.,Off., Prop 396 717 2.5 3.8 5.4 oe 8.4 
Clerical 3399 3591 21.5 19,2 20.5 18.0 18.7 
Sales 736 949 4.7 5el 6.4 767 8.0 
Crftsmen,Frmen 2063 2795 13.0 15.0 tae uz} 13,1 
Operatives 33828 4784 24,2 25.6 18.1 18.2 16.5 
Pvt. Hshold 88 82 26 4 ee 25 1.4 
Service 2234 2622 14.1 14.0 12.0 11.9 8.9 
Laborers 1201 1736 726 9,3 4.2 5.3 3.6 
Not Reported 818 185 5.2 1,0 8.0 7.9 6.8 
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SOUTH BOSTOMs CONDITION OF Pil, HOUSING STOCe 


Por porpeses of cemparison, the census data on housing unit con- 
éitions hee gome utility, the intrinsic value of the data ia hewever 
to be questioned. A more reliable ang definitive deseription of. 
residential bullding condition la provided by the local §.Reks gur- 
vey of building eondition throughout the city and da ¢lacussed later. 

_ Aeeording to the 1900 date, residential units im seuth Boston 
ar@, to @ Slight degr#2, in etruetures of poorer conditien than 1s 
She average for housing enits threughout the eitye Por Heston, 

79% of all housing units are claacified as sounds; in Seuth Seaton the 
percentage drops slightly to 76jie tbe bulk of unsound unite ts eon- 
sidered only deterioreted and in a prepertion aimller to the entire 
city. However, Pre percent aré ¢laseified as Gilepidateds, a per= 
centage half again tue eity-wide LIigurée | 

7 In ‘overall terag the housing shoei of geubs Hesten 1s of slichtly 
more peee@nt origin than is typical ef the entire aity, vith one out 
of eight units bullt since 19,0 as against enc of eleven fer Boston. 
Agqorcing te census data, however, almost no residential conetruction 
has occurred within the area since 195%. It is signiffeant that but 
some 200 unita (probably public. housing) vere eonstrusteds in South 


_Boaton during | the "fifties" in contrast to over &s. for haa eity and 
“es for the entire regictie 


on, the itn of the recent survey on condition of structures — 
gondueted by the @.h ies almost one-half cf the residential streeteres 
im Souts Beaten are serlously deficient and in substandard condition. 
the majority ef these atructurea are in need ef extensive minor re- 
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pairese For all residential strectures within Gouwth Roaton 33%, 

or one-third, are oo classified. Am edditional 14! are ecategorl aed 
ag requiring extensive major repatra. 

But for the ineigence of pod ie hous ing in tke neighborhoods 
south of Andrew Square and along the oaabinns nection ef broadway, 
the distribution of housing quality cleaely parallels the income 
pattem within the goummmity, The best housings, as expected, is 
aouth of Sast Brondwny., end ineludes the Telegraph ee and City 
Peint neighborhood areas. Through most of this section only 20% 
of the. pes idential atruetures noge oxtonaive i hoe repairs and 
almost none require ma jor revaira. the worst housing. is found 
@ivestly nerth of one ‘telony toad went of ‘Dorehes ter Ste and im the 

gnborheod adjacent te industrial development along the western= 
most section of Broadway. “ithin the former aren 52% of all resi- 
dential structures require aajor vepalra, am additional 31% need 
@ntensive miner reveaira, for a grand teteal of 93° substandard unite. 

eithin Eouth Sesten, twe neichberhead exeuptions to the tasie 

gelaticaship betweon income level and heesing eondition are to be 
noted. Por the Say View neighborhood near City Point, despite a 
mediax family imceese $250 above the elty ficure, haif the housing 
ie judged ae substanderd with 307 of a11 structures in the lowest 
category = “needing major repairae” leepite & similer income 
level within the small neighborhood to tha east of andrew Square, 
twoethirds of the residential atruetures are substandard. 305 need 
major repaira and en additional 35% require extensive miner repa irae 
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SQUTH BOSTON GHRP R-51 


CONDITION OF STRUCTURES: All and Residential 


ALL Structures Res. Structures 
#8 ehh oo 
2a9 4.1 193 3.6 
2973 49.2 2637 49.7 
1964 «32.5 1738 32.8 
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SOUTH BOSTON: EXISTING MCONOMIC CHARACTRRISTICS 
Labor Force Martleipation : 


The labor force participation rate of all persons fourteen rears and older 
in Geuth Toston is somewhat ‘lower than the 1660 pates for the city of Meeton 
op ‘the reAon. ‘This Moharaéteristic le notiieus’ However te the sesident males 
of South Poston. The rate for females ts sientticantly below the ctty rate and 
Mioughltately hich tn 1950, the labor force participation 
for females tn Gouth Moston ald hot ingrease. stmltésintly by 1060 th Blattetion 


even the regional rate, Rhos, 


to the coneral increase in fewale employr ent, 

“Mie uner-ploycent rate, thouch lower than in 1950, remains somewhat 
above the city vale recorded in 1960. This digpavtty from the city norm pertains 
mere to the male labor force of Gouth Boeton than to the female workers within 


the cou manly.” shaw 
Shisha by re ea 


The oceupation structure of South Doston deviates somewhat ftom the — 
mt than the city | 


wide Sisivtivtion, White collar cecupations are less preve 
senerally and comprise ta 1960 the same prenortion of Senth: Bosten eceupation 
as in 1950, displte the increasine percentace city wide. A disproportinate share 
of females ave semi-skilled “operatives”, which ts theleading catezory for both’ 
mies ant he tol working populationcf Gouth Bogton te somewhat above the 
averace for the city. A relatively hich propotiion of males are also siilled — 


workers, "eratemen,foreman"”. Wowever the pattern of cecupations te not 


jally ortented. “The percentares for eleriosl, service occupations, 


and ungkilled labor are somewhat high vis-avie the elty. The main deficeiney 
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is found im the professional occupations. . similar relationship exists with respect 


to maniceriel postions, 
Commutation to Worle 


Compared to the overall city rate, the percentage of semideat workers in 
South Eketen ‘working outside the eliy jteelf ts relatively low. This is. of course 
to be expected due to ite location haliway along the oceanedge of the city. Apart 
from this, there is no significa 


ation between the “place of work” pattern 
for Gouth Heston and the etty tiself, Gomer differences are to be noted as 
concérnathe ne@ans of trangpertation utilised for the daily work trip. The use 
ef subway faciities by workers in Gouth “osten is well below the city aferace 
ands probably concentrated in the western section of the community elong . 
Dorchester Awe. Travel to work by bus or streetcar is double the gonairal 
ely mate, while the use of other modes of tramepeortation closely follows. the 


Income and Fagnings 1 


In view of the labor force and occupational characteristics ouilin 
fils not surprising io find the general income level of | Bowth . caton. somewhat 
below the cient The wedien factly Income in 1960 for facities, thaoughout 
Heston was approximately 06750. In Gouth ttketon median iamily meome was 
$5359, or $400 lees der year. High Incomes are lese prevelant: only nine 


percent of families earum over 210,000 per year compared to fourteen percent 
foy the clty and twenty-one percent for the region. Toe a lesser extent, a reverse 


relationship exelsts with respect to low-income families. 
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Paks: is Home evidence iwindieate that the resident earning power in 
Sache —_— haw decreased since 1950 in comparison to the entire city, On 
the: basis ot median imconm@e tor families and unrelated individuals, Gouth 1, oston 


was above the elty norm In 1250, but below fox 1960, Whe absolute and percentage | 


inenenene for South | Zoston, (changing dollaw values. aceumed) axe lees than the 
ame medtan fire increases | jor the clly. With adjusimenia to standard dollars 


lying 


rom rictare ofslicht ewes beta. dic d-ota deans weasidents would probably 
be cnaygieaahetg pe ance fe | somhe 

The —_ fution of resident oonin power within South besten is note- 
worthy. , The edlan family. incor, es of only, & (ot Ly) census bracts are 
above the elty median. Z The ipree largest comprise the Day View and City 
Potat netchborhoode south of Faat. © msdway, Che highest Incomes are found 
ba) ihe sant i me chy Point area. A small area of above ~ median taeome 
is located ene af Andrew Square towards the Girrandway. The Telegraph 
em nolchborhood approximates the clty wide median. 

_Saly one lasbeos ee a median. family neome within the lewest quantile of 
the olty distetiution. As would be ex pected, this . ig the public housing area 
nena wet ‘oinAndren “ert. Withta, she rermalnder of the area, facemes 
in. general decline hes the seth and weg, and are lowest ia neighborhoods 
thier containing public. housing or * adjecent io industrial development to the north 
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SOUTH BOSTON SHOPPING CENTERS 
GENERAL DESCRIPTIONS 

South Boston comes close to being self-sufficient in 
terms of amount and variety of shopping facilities. Most shope 
ping is strung out along Broadway, the principal "spine" of the 
community. It is grouped in two concentrations: a westerly one 
lying between "D'" Street and "G" Street on Broadway and extend- 
ing out Dorchester Street, and an easterly strip lying between 
"JT" Street and "L'" Street on Broadway. The westerly concentra- 
tion is the larger and serves the more populous and less afflu- 
ent end of the community. Its center of gravity lies between 
Dorchester and "F" Streets, Broadway frontage between the two 
clusters is tending to fill up with commercial uses, but the 
process is restrained by the fact that most structures in this 
zone were originally residential and are not well suited to such 
conversion, The recently discontinued trolley car line on 
Broadway was undoubtedly a factor in establishing this street as 
the main shopping spine of South Boston, 

The variety of convenience goods outlets along Broadway 
seems more than adequate to serve the present population. There 
are two new large super markets, testifying to the continuing 
vitality of South Boston demand. There are also a few apparel and 
small department stores. Gas stations and garages are mostly 
located off Broadway and along Dorchester Street, but there is no 
well defined "Automobile row". 


Total number of retail and consumer service establishments 


increased 7 percent between 1956 and 1962 (from 490 to 523 
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aD 
establishments); yet the area's population declined some 17 percent 
between 1950 and 1960 (from 53,000 to 44,000 persons). The area is 
undoubtedly over-supplied with retail outlets - particularly at the 
westerly end where population decline has been most marked. There 
are a few vacant stores; also many other small scale marginal operae 
tions in old rundown structures whose chances for physical improve- 
ment and expansion of business are nil, 

The other "shopping centers" in the GNRP, as defined by the 
Globe survey, could hardly be called centers. Andrew Square, a focal 
point for traffic, is the center of gravity for a few stores of medie 
ocre character straggled along the six intersecting streets. The inter- 
section of Dorchester Street and Old Colony Avenue is the focus for 
another cluster of convenience goods outlets strung along the front- 
age of those two streets opposite the Old Colony project. Numerous 
smaller convenience goods clusters as well as individual stores are 
scattered throughout the GNRP ~ survivals of a preezoning, pedestrian 
era. 
Suggested Future Shopping Needs 

Despite the over supply of shopping establishments, new shope 
ping facilities will be required by the future community and should be 
planned for because of (1) the generally poor condition of present 
structures, (2) unattractive or low quality character of many outlets, 
(3) inconvenient grouping of outlets, (4) general rise in quantity and 
quality of consumer demand, and (5) lack of any sizeable nearby shopping 


centers to offer competition in convenience shopping with centers inside 


the GNRP. 
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New retail construction will undoubtedly take the form 
of a few large-scale self-service type stores with off street park 
ing to replace the multiplicity of small-cale outlets. Such stores 
require much land which can be obtained in South Boston only through 
clearance, The most obvious location for the shopping center is 
along Broadway, between Dorchester Street and "I" Street, thus unie 
fying the two older centers, This coincides with the natural focal 
point of the community, the intersection of Broadway and Dorchester 
Street, and is occupied by structures mostly in need of replacement, 

A second smaller shopping center should be built in some of 
the presently dilapidated blocks between Andrew Square and Old Colony 
Avenue to serve the Old Harbor Village and Old Colony housing projects 
and such other housing as may be developed in the vicinity. Sucha 
center would replace the scattered and largely unsatisfactory shop- 
ping near Andrew Square (which is poor for pedestrians) and along Old 
Colony Avenue. 

An "automobile row" is needed where many of the service sta- 
tions, garages, used car lots, etc. now scattered about the area could 
be concentrated. A good location for this use, and one which would 
attract trade from outside the GNRP without submitting the latter to 
unnecessary penetration by outsiders, can be found along either 


Dorchester Avenue or Old Colony Avenue, 
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Total hawwelolds within GIN? in 1960 « 13,670, families » p72 
Average grouse inece per fauily 1960 » $57030/9072 « 9760 


Gross inceme oi) households im UNRY « LBOMeh1O « $79,000,000 
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Industrial Wholesale Commercial 

Total Space 1,306,312 527,813 1,477,061 

Vacant Space 11,320 1,375 108,206 

Per cent Vacant 0.8 0,2 Wes 
Condition 


Per cent in Condition 


Ag 0.2 204 0.7 
Be 45 2 48,4 58.5 
Ce 3447 45,5 30.4 
Ds MAB SB. 3.6 10.2 
100, 100. 100. 


Per cent Vacant of Condition 
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TOTALS 


SOUTH BOSTON GNKP - FLOOR SPACE 


Commercial 


Condition 


A B 
Total Vacant Total Vacant 


Cc 


Total Vacant 


2,200 9,525 24,750 575 
18,675 103,110 5,948 26,125 23,275 
5,423 70,409 806 14,369 4,274 
68,491 196,687 5,580 110,491 6,100 
8,000 39,061 6,350 15,845 5,250 

2,625 10,875 5,450 
11,510 72,357 950 33,866 2,060 
68,630 1,500 28,520 1,400 
5,863 12,489 11,295 874 
167,565 4,063 56,367 2,738 

3,525 84,990 93,550 
10,000 28,353 5,630 26,614 4,613 
TT 312 865,239 32,777 449,742 52,159 
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SOUTH BOSTON GNRP - FLOOR SPACE 
Industrial 
Condition 


A B (S 
Total Vacant Total Vacant Total Vacant 


127606 
13300 67600 120078 7000 

120172 32073 
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15,500 590,938 453,792 7000 246,082 
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MANUFACTURING WITHIN SOUTH. BOSTON GNRP (R-51) 


Rank order by sizes and type ... 


250 = 500 employees 


100 = 250 employees 


25 = 100 employees 


8 = 24 employees 


Electrical Products 


Organs 

Steel 

Aluminum Alleys 
Woodworking Machines 


Signs 

Rum 

Nickel Plating 
Bakery 

Sportswear (2 firms) 
Scrap Iron 

Outdoor Lanterns 
Plating 

Fabric Combining 


Metal Nipples 

Steam Valves 

Solder Alloys 
Electrical 

Printing (2) 

Metal Goods (2) 
Road Machinery 
Machine Products (2) 


Total manufacturing employment within GNRP: 1905 


Largest: Cole-Hersee (electrical Products) 
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TOTALS 


SOUTH BOSTON GNRP - FLCOR SPACE 
Wholesale 
Condition 


A B Cc D 
Total Vacant Total Vacant Total Vacant Total Vacuat 


600 
5662 8600 
22990 27018 12407 i375 
46396 26925 564 
9000 
6475 
66712 94.84 6250 
29964 
12700 61649 14490 
15330 
6250 


12700 255 ,553 240,339 19,221 L375 
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LIBRARIES 


Existing Facilities 


Location Age Adequacy of Facility 
South 

533 E. Broad=- 1960 Structurally sound 
Boston way building and adequate 


290 Old Colory 1950 
Ave. 


HEALTH FACILITIES 


Good: 133 Dorchester Street 


' SS ee gotviltonl onisabsd 


/ RBbiosl 30 vonupsbA = gp gottsood 
7 brpoe. yilamtours2 /  Q8CL -beori .@ te 


steupebs bus pniblind | te a 
O2er enoloe> BLO oes 

OVA 

SSITIAIDAA HTLARH: 


feexte usdeodoxed EEL 33: 


